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Why hospice care could benefit your loved 

  one sooner than you think  
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Those receiving care are allowed to keep their regular physician or nurse practitioner to oversee 

their care or to receive care from the doctor associated with the hospice organization.  

 
Hospice is offered by both for-profit and not-for-profit organizations and can take place: 

 

• At the home of the patient, a family member, or friend 

• At a stand-alone hospice center 

• In a hospital 

• In a skilled nursing facility or other assisted care residence 

 

BENEFITS FOR CAREGIVERS 
 

An important part of taking care of yourself is taking breaks. Your hospice team will offer to 

have volunteers come and sit with the patient or help with chores to make things easier for 

you. They are there to assist your family member or friend - and you - so be sure to tell them how 

they can help. 

Hospice will be there to provide comfort and support following your loved one's death. 

Bereavement services are offered to caregivers and families for at least one year. These 

services can take a variety of forms, including telephone calls, visits, support groups and written 

materials about grief. 

For residential hospice, take note that the Medicare hospice benefit does not cover room 

and board in an assisted care facility (nursing home, hospice center), but will pay for care 

related to the terminal illness. However, there must be a contract between Medicare and the 

hospice 

providing the care. 

 
Read the full story in our website - RESOURCES under HOSPICE ARTICLES. 

 

 

 
 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HOSPICE CARE, PLEASE CALL US. 

 
Westminster Canterbury at Home 

24-Hour Phone Line: (757) 496-1653 
www.wcathome.com 

 

Source: PBS News Hour by Leah Eskenazi, Family Caregiver Alliance, Jan. 29, 2015 

http://www.wcathome.com/

